
Jersey Boys Re-visited Two Years On! 
 

Last week provided the Four Seasons UK Appreciation 

Society with the opportunity to ‘multi-task’ fans gathered 
from Newcastle, Birmingham, London, Spain and  
Germany to enjoy London’s own ‘Jersey Boys’ 2 years 
on from the ‘Preview’ launch. It was a chance to share 
stories, research plans, music and to visit our favourite  
NEW Four Seasons as a front row party at Jersey Boys 
was arranged. And with the company of several fans in 
London’s West End it was fun all the way. When you 
have been good friends for 33 years it is always good to 
‘get a hug’! 
 
Our annual critical review of the show was also our aim as 
we prepare for the departure of 2 of the boys and several 
members of the cast. (Lynn provides the details on page 3) 
 
In it’s two year history the show and the ‘Boys’ have changed 
quite a lot. They and the show have ‘matured’……and now 
they are preparing once again for major change. 
 
Perhaps the first year was the most exciting as the cast 
worked at getting all aspects of the show perfected for  
ecstatic audiences. Everyone knows now where the high 
points are and how to ride the UK audiences emotions. But 
sitting in the front row about 1 metre from the performance 
was a stunning experience for us all. It gave an up-front and 
personal insight to us all of how the ‘team’ perform together 
and how the overall performance has been fine tuned. 
 
Stefan from Germany captured the reaction we all have very 
well…”There's so much to love about the show, particu-
larly for a  European like me who lives on the continent. I 
enjoyed the professional staging, the talents of the  
actors and the surroundings (stage setup, the theater 
itself, the ‘Boys’ after-the-show look). The show kept me in it's grip for every second, leaving me 
totally exhausted after the first act. If that first part  had run a minute longer, I would either have 
had a heart attack or a stroke. “ 
 
It was inevitable that  the show would reach a point where it is noticeably a job for them all now and they 
do their work very professionally and move through the shows very efficiently which must by now have 
become somewhat repetitive. This is not a criticism but just an observation. As the response to my  
question, “What is  the best moment in the show for you?” to which Glenn replied….” When we take 
a bow at the end !” …..it shows a normal reaction to the hard work they do. He was however quick to 
correct that by saying….”OK…it’s really when I get to sit the girls on my knee” as he slips back into 
character….I think.? 
 
This cycle in the shows production run, is of course inevitable and perhaps the changes will inject a new 
intensity? Stephen Ashfield assured us the replacements are very talented and will slot in well.  
 
For us it is all about our emotional response to the songs and their delivery…..and for me the key moment 
(like many people, I guess), is when the emotions well-up and the lump in the throat meets the goose-
pimples coming up the back-of-the -neck as they roll into the rendition of 'Dawn' at the end of the first 
act…….. a 'wall of harmony' and absolutely stunning to experience . Just one of the show's key success 
factors. The actors understandably don't have the same attachment to the music, I suppose. 
 



Also noticeable two years on ……there are some key changes to the delivery of certain songs. Stefan 
commented that…”some reworks of the songs in the show didn't make it for me, for example 
‘C'mon Marianne’”. The marketing material gives a clue to some of these changes. The blurb 
says..”Featuring the hits…’Beggin’ ‘ Can’t Take My Eyes Off You’ ‘Rag Doll’ ‘Bye Bye (Baby)’ etc”. 
The fact that recent remix and movie/commercial ad hits by the group are prioritized to capture a younger 
audience is very clear as are changes to the arrangements. In fact, the re-worked ‘Beggin’ is more like 
the recent re-mix hits than anywhere near the original in mood and feel. A poor version this….for long-
term fans but a high point probably for those who love the ‘club hit version’…… Plus once again the  
Angels ‘My Boyfriends Back’ fails to capture the unique sound and feel of the girl group sound with an 
almost ‘punk-like’ delivery. Again perhaps deliberate but it doesn’t complement the Seasons sound. 
But with the focus to hit a wide and current audience and so many good versions of classic 
songs…..enhanced from the original….this is a minor gripe and obviously subjective. And for us all to add 
‘heaven’ to the heraldic performance we got to go backstage and meet the ‘Jersey Boys’ in person 
 
Great actors have a natural rapport with their audiences both on-stage and off and meeting the ‘Boys’ 
backstage after the show captured the differences between them as performers and people. Phil Bul-
cock’s portrayal of Nick Massi showed this most noticeably. Warm, friendly and smiling…. he is in reality, 
whilst on stage he assumes a mask which becomes the distinctive persona of Nickie. He is great to meet 
both on stage and off!! 
Stephen and Glen are such friendly and enthusiastic actors they are a credit to themselves and the show. 
Ryan, although fresh from the shower threw on a bathrobe and spoke with us. Others had delayed their 
journey home to await our arrival and we were able to pass over special gifts from the Appreciation  
Society from all of us that have seen the show. Our sincerest thanks to all those who met us, to add some 
more magic to a sensational night. Special thanks to Stephen Burnett, Company Manager for arranging 
our visit 

The original London ’Jersey Boys’ 10th February 2010.  



CAST CHANGES AT JERSEY BOYS, LONDON 

AS WE SAY GOODBYE TO GLENN CARTER AND PHILIP BULCOCK 

As Jersey Boys in London prepares to celebrate it’s 2nd Birthday on 18 March we are sad to be saying 
goodbye to two of the original main cast members—Glenn Carter who plays Tommy DeVito and Philip 
Bulcock who plays Nick Massi.   Anyone who has seen Ryan, Glenn, Philip and Stephen perform will 
know that they have this very special camaraderie which shines through both on and off stage and we 
know they will both be missed by both fans and cast members alike.  Although they tell us that they have 
no particular plans for the future we appreciate, of course, that it is time for them to continue to follow their 
personal dreams and they should both be very proud of their outstanding achievements to date.  Their 
last show will be on 14 March and we all wish them both the very best for the future.   
 
Glenn has been a remarkable Tommy DeVito—possibly much nicer than the original Tommy but still with 
that cheeky grin and a wicked glint in his eyes and Philip has been a superb Nick Massi.  Both wonderful 
actors, great singers and dancers and we will certainly miss their commanding presence on stage.  
After the show on 10 February,  

 
Ken Charmer, Lynn Boleyn and 
Ray Nichol from the UK Four  
Seasons Appreciation Society, 
along with Stefan, a sound engineer 
friend from Germany, and Ken’s 
wife, Lyn, met up with Ryan, Glenn, 
Philip and Stephen in Ryan’s dress-
ing room.  Glenn and Philip were 
presented with a small gift each 
from the UK Society as a thank you 
and a memento of their time as  
Jersey Boys. 
 
Photo: Glenn Carter; Philip Bul-
cock, Lynn Boleyn, Ryan Molloy 
and Stephen Ashfield 
  
 

 



HELLO AND GOODBYE….and is this a record ? 

Ryan Molloy and Stephen Ashfield 

 

We are pleased to announce that Ryan and 

Stephen have both signed contracts to stay 

with Jersey Boys until 2011.  Great news 

for all fans. 

 

Eugene McCoy and Jon Boydon 
 
As we say goodbye to Glenn and Philip we would like 
to extend a very warm welcome to Eugene McCoy 
who will be playing Nick Massi and to Jon Boydon who 
will be playing Tommy DeVito.  Both Eugene and Jon 
started rehearsals on the 9 February and their first 
show will be the evening performance on the 16 
March. At present they are re-hearsing in the USA and 
Stphen assured us that we would not be disappointed 
when they come into the show. Some of you may re-
member that Jon was recently with the other hit  
musical in the West End “We Will Rock You”.  We are 
all looking forward to seeing Eugene and Jon take up 
their new roles and, dare we say it, that show will be 
Tina Ryan’s 95th time of seeing Jersey Boys in Lon-
don!  Tina (also know as Gypsy Woman) has been a 
long time member of the UK Appreciation Society and 
well known worldwide for her love of Frankie Valli and 
the Four Seasons—and more recently Kieran Jae!  
Tina was in the US last year and also saw Jersey Boys 
on Broadway!  We don’t know if anyone else can beat 
this outstanding record—please let us know! 
 
We would also like to take this opportunity to say thank 
you and goodbye to other cast members who are also 
leaving on the 14 March:-  Kieran Jae;  Suzy Bastone; 
Christopher D Hunt; Ashley Hale; Madeleine Harland 
and Michelle Bishop. 
 
We wish you success and happiness for the future. 

Photo:  Tina with her 94th ticket to Jersey Boys on 10.2.2010 

Photo:  Opening Night 
of Jersey Boys, London, 
18 March 2008…..Tina 
Ryan; Frankie Valli and 
Lynn Boleyn on the Red 
Carpet  

For more info on Jon 
Boydon his web site is 
http://www.jonboydon.c
om 

Thanks to a great cast 



Messages for Glenn and Philip 
 
Dear Glenn and Philip 
 
We are all so sorry that you are leaving our favourite cast of Jersey Boys - you have been a 
cheeky Tommy DeVito and a wonderful Nick Massi - you will certainly be a very hard act to follow.  
You will be missed by all your fans and the rest of the cast too.  We hope that you take with you 
very many wonderful and happy memories of your time with Jersey Boys and meeting with 
Frankie Valli and Bob Gaudio.  We all wish you every success and happiness in the future.  With 
our very best wishes from 
                                                                      Ken Charmer, Lynn Boleyn, Ray Nichol, George Ingram  
                                                            and all members of the UK Four Seasons Appreciation Society. 
 
Glenn and Philip have played their full part in the remarkable success of the first overseas production of 
Jersey Boys. As a lifelong Four Seasons fan and theatre-lover, I was sceptical that the JB project would 
transfer effectively to the UK stage. I was wrong. The show has been a total triumph due in no small  
measure to the supreme talent and verve of the cast. Glenn has had the good fortune to play one of the 
great West End roles of recent years and should be proud of his stunning contribution. Philip must have 
delighted the Massi family with his brilliant portrayal of a deep and thoughtful character. My thanks and 
congratulations to these two fine actors for their two years of dedicated and memorable performances. I 
wish them well for the future and will follow their careers with great interest.  What will you do now, Philip? 
Start your own group?! 
                              Philip Elms, East Sussex 
 
Please tell Philip and Glenn that they were great, and will be a hard act to follow. We have seen the show 
a number of times already, and will be going again later in the year. The show is still the Best in London 
for us and many friends as well. Best wishes to both in their new ventures.  
                                                                                                  Roy, Diane & Grant Court. Harlow, Essex 
 
Please thank Glenn and Philip enormously for a great show!                            
                                  Michael Atkinson, Guildford 
 
Thanks for such a great portrayal of your characters and best wishes to you both for the future. 
             Chris and Andy Wright, Braintree, Essex 
 
To Glenn—Thanks for the memories.  Having been lucky enough to catch the original line up in  
New York, I was nervous to see how four Brit's would do carrying off my hero's. Well Glenn, put it this 
way, you'll always be my number one Tommy.  My wife and I have now seen the show twice, early on, in 
one of the preview shows and just this January and you were still just the main man.  I remember you  
looking surprised at the reaction of the crowd in that early show, you seemed to be pleasantly 
shocked, 'hey Tommy it was a sign' but to be fair a great show with a great cast was always going to be a 
winner.  I will now keep an eye out for you in the future and now I may even get into theatre more often. 
thanks and good luck for the future. 
         Mark Garvey, Birmingham UK 
  
To Phil—As I have mentioned in my note to Glenn, I was over-joyed to see the Brit cast of Jersey Boys  
out-do the original  Broadway cast, even from day one, as I attended an early preview show. 
I found your portrayal of Nick both dark and humorous but I guess after this long in the show, its about 
time ' you should start your own band'!  Thanks for making Jersey Boys GB a great show and a great  
success.  I will be keeping tabs on you from now on and will be keen to catch up on whatever comes next. 
Good luck and thank you. 
          Mark Garvey, Birmingham UK 

 
 
 
 


