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This article which was a very sensitive issue to Frankie at the time incorrectly implied a connection betweer
Frankie and the ex-Mafia mobster “Gyp” DeCarlo. As we all know, this is now highlighted every night w}%e
Jersey Boys performs at theatres throughout the USA and other countries! Timely to read what was incredib
reported at that moment in time! At least we know DeCarlos liked “My Mother’s Eyes” sung by a young V:
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DeCarlo backed singers, witness says

By FRANK LOMBARDI
Statf Writer

Angelo “Gyp’’ DeCarlo, New
Jersey's best-known organized
erime figure, allegedly had a
secret interest in a New York
recording {irm and in The
Tour Sessons, one of the top
rock-"n’-roll singing groups of
the 1960s.

The allegations have heen
made by Gerald Martin Zel-
manowitz, a confessed stock
swindler who helped put De-
Carlo in jail with his testimony
in 1870. DeCarlo was released
last December after serving 33
months of a 12-year sentence
for extortion. He was granted
a commutation by President
Ttichard 3. Nixon because of
ill health, i

Zelmanowitz has told a sub-

© committee of the U.S. Senate
that DeCarlo had an interest in
Roulette Records, an inde-

- pendent- reecording firm that
fiad a number of top rock-'n'-
roll stars in the late 50s and
early G0s.
has allesed that DeCarlo had a
pieee of The Iour Seasons, a
aroup that originally consisted

_ of four New Jersey singers.

Trankie Valli, the group’s
lead singer, is the only original
member still performing with
“The Four Seasons.' Another
original member, Bob Gaudio,
helps produce the group’s rec-
ards for its current recording
company, Motown, Valli lives
in Fort Lee and Gaudio is for-
merty from Bergenfield,

‘A lot of bull’

“It's a lot of bull,” said Val-
1, who was reached yesterday
at the Flamingo Hotel, where
the group is apvpearing for
three weeks. It is the first time
they have been booked in Las
Vegas, "I own myself.”
Officials of Roulette Records
have not been available for
comment, Morris Levy, the
firm’s - president, was men-
tioned by Zelmanowitz in his
testimony July 13 hefore the
Senate’s Permanent Subcom-
mittee on Investigations. Tran-
seripts of that testimony were
elensod lasbwesk,

Zelmanowitz also
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'ANGELO 'GYP’' DECARLC
Interest In record firm?

“The subcommittee is headed

by Sen, Henry M, “Scoop”

" Jackson, D-Wash. It has been

investigating organized crime
involvement in  securities
thefts and frauds, Zelmanow-
itz raised. DeCarlo’s alleged
role in the recording industry
in a brief departure from his

testimony on stock dealings he

had with the reputed mob
laader.

“Does Angelo DeCarlo have

any interest in a singing group-

called the Four Seasons, to
your direct knowledge?” Jack-
son asked Zelmanowitz.

“He does, yes,"” he replied.
Later he added, “Mr. DeCarlo
was involved in recording in
1969 and 1970 in the recording
industry. It was just one of
some groups that he had.”

NMecording interests

Jackson also- asked Zelma-
nowitz if DeCarlo had any in-
terest in any recording compa-
nies, :

“Roulette Records,” he re-
plied. ‘“In New York City. Its
principal is Morris Levy., Mr.
DeCarlo had that (interest) in
conjunction  with  Thomas
Iholi, also known as Tommy
Hyan.”

T e T

New York's five Mafia fami-
lies, was murdered July 18,
1972, by still unidentified gun-
men. Eboli, 61, who livedin a
Fort Lee high-rise apartment,
was alleged to-have run loan-
sharking activities on the New
York docks and to have infil-
trated a variety of legitimate
husinesses. He ‘listed himself
as the general manager of a
recording and jukehox vending
firm, Tryan Vending Co. in
New York City.

A source on the Jackson sub-
committee said U.S. Atty. Her-
bert J, Stern of New Jersey is
aware of Zelmanowitz's alle-
gations about DeCarlo’s rece
ord interests, Stern and mem-
bers of his staff have been
conducting an intensive inves-
tigation of alleged payola and
organized crime involvement
in the recording industry.

No comment from Stern

A spokesman for Stern re-

- fused comment on the probe or

whether the allegations by Zel-
manowitz will figure init. FBI-

agents, however,. have inter-

viewed Valli about DeCarlo.

A federal grand jury has
heard a nttmber of witnesses
in the past three months, in-

cluding top executives of Col- .

umbia Records. At least seven:
other major record companies
liave bheen subpoenaed, but.
Tloulette Records is not known
to be among them.

The federal probe involves
charges of kickbacks, tax vio-
lations, misuse of funds, or-
ganized crime fipures provid-
ing drugs to performers, and
payoffs of disc jockeys to play
certain records.

The testimony by Zalmanow-
itz was regarded as significant

‘by persons knowledzeable. of

the music industry. A reporter
and editor with one of the jn-
dustry’s major magazines said
that to their knowledge it is
the first time such allegations
have been made publicly by
any witness,

Tells of baating

Zelmanowitz dropped out of

HEboli, then head of one of sight after the DeCarlo trial

He had testified that DeCarlo’
henchmen beat and choket
another man until his face wa;
blue and he begged for mercy
The trial led to the public dis.
closure of the DeCarlo tapes,
which were ftranscripts of
bugged conversations by De-
Carlo and other mobsters at
his former headguarters in
Mountainside.

Prasidential commutations

were rare during the Nixon:

Administration. DeCarlo’s was
processed last year by John
W. Dean III, former counsel to
the president and a chief wit-
ness in the Watergate lear-
ings. DeCarlo was reported to
be - dying from cancer. Howev-
er, other federal officials said
DeCarlo has  been suffering
from the condition for a num-
Dercofyeamas e

Both Jackson and Stern
launched investigations into
the presidential commutation
but the findings haven’t heen
disclosed. A member of Jack-
son’s staff said Dean has heen
interviewed about the commu-
tation. The staffer did not
know when the subcommittee
will report its findings. |

Iﬂ courtl on stretcher

DeCarlo i back at his Moun-
tainside home: He was brought
into. court on a siretcher last
month for not paying the

. $20,000 fine he owed from his

1970 conviction. He was re-
leased when he agreed to he-
gin making payments..
Zelmanowitz resurfaced in
June when his new identity as
Paul Maris, a San Francisco
businessman, was blown by
his involvement in elvil litiza-
tion. The new identity had
been provided by the Depart-
ment of Justice as part ofits
witness protection program,

Zelmanowitz then appeared
before the Jackson subcom.

mittee and gave detailed testi-
mony *of his securities- deals
with DeCarlo and other major
organized crime figures, such
as Joseph Colombo.

Claims direct knowledge

. Zelmanowitz said he had di-
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JERSEY BOYS

(Prince Edward Theatre,

London, 0844 482 5151,
booking until April 25, 2009)
“OH, what a night!” is

the deserved reaction to
this lively jukebox
musical about Frankie

Valli And The Four

Seasons. As well as
. containing all the
recognisable hits such
as Sherry, Can't Take
My Eyes Off Of You and
Big Girls Don't Cry, the
show presents the
intriguing story behind
the ba.nd which was kepl secret from their fans in
the Sixties and Seventies - including their less-
than-squeaky-clean pasts and their connections
with The Mob. The way Ryan Molloy has perfected
Valli's jumping falsetto voice is amazing in itself.
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n_From UK Record
Jay & The
Techniques
Baby Make Your Own
Sweet Music
KN X
RPM RETRO 847
Goeod technigue resuits in the
sweetest music
~ Hailing from Allentown near
Philadelphia, Jay Proctor & Co
had been plugging away since
_the dawn of the decade. Ross'
midas touch (he also discovered
Bobby Hebb, Keith and Spanky
& Our Gang) which paid
dividends, with help from future
Philly stars such as Kenny
Gamble, plus songwriters
including Sandy Linzer and
. Denny Randell.

gaters  and  reportediy  dise
closed payols informetion.

Valli said he docsn't know
. The two moen iived v
min“'s:nt Fort Les apartmont
camplexes,

Sale of the Seasons |

TICKETS for the next most anticipaied musical fo hit town, Jersey
Boys, go on sale on February 23.

Frankie Valli will announce the Australian cast — said fo be 1:|I1
unknown — in Las Vegas on February 3 just before he performs
there with The Four
Seasons.

Co-writer Rick Elice will
launch the show in
Melbourme on February 10
af the Sofitel, when he will
infroduce the four main
sfars,

Elice won the 2006 Best
Musical Tony Award for the
show, his first musical, ond
is presently writing ¢
musical on the The Addams
Family.

Canadian direcior Des
MecAnufi planned o be in
Las Vegas for ihe big
announcement but he has fo siay in New York where his new
version of Guys and Dolls goes infa previews

The show opens on July 4 at the Princess Theatre




