NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS

FOUR SEASONS DEFY ‘RULFE’

'HE azi Four Seasons
zoom back into the charis for
2 third time with their “¥Walk Like
A Man” waxing. Why are they
(amazing 2 Well, they’'ve defied
the general rule that gives
Amecrican groups only one or two
hits here before disappearing—
this despite intense competition.

First xhey hit the Top Ten with
** Sherry "—on the face of it a very
ordinary, run-of-the-mill record. Then
came B15 Girls Don’t Cry,” which
made No. 14, and now * Walk Like
A Man” this week at No. 14.

In America, each ome of these
records was a No. 1 hit. Three in
@ row—not a bad sort of achieve-
|1(1§7nt to include in your memoirs, is
i

l

But the most surprising thing of
all is the way in which the record-
buying public here has decided they
should not be one-shot artists, putting
three discs with basically the same
sound into the charts.

can think of several American
vocal units who have disappeared
from our charts after a hit of two.—

formidable British competition.

The only question now, is: how
long can they go on defying the
rules ?

Against them currently are Britain’s
Bachelors and Springfields, and the
outbreak of Liverpoolomania, which
has nurtured the Beatles and Gerry
and the Pacemakers.

The Four Seasons were om,lml]y
due to tour Britain for the first time
later this month, as guest stars in
the package \l\ow which headlines
John Leyton, Mike Sarne, Jet Harris
and Tony Meechan. Negonauom
fell through and at the moment it
seems they won’t be coming in the
foreseeable future.
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sang in church choirs and school
recitals. His voice can range from
baritone to tenor to a thrilling high
mlseuo—:hc latter being one of the
group'’s trademarks. He plays drums
and guitar and dition to writing
pop songs and jazz compositions he
paints.

Nick Massi, too, developed his
musical interest from an early age.
He plays bass, sings bass and handles
the group’s vocal arrangements,
Twenty-five-year-old Nick spends his
spare time composing.

Lead guitarist with the group is
Tommy De Vito (26). He is the
baritone voice and also plays piano
and saxophone. He includes in his
ambitions the chance to work with
the group in a Broadway show.

the Shirclles, Highwaymen, Crysl

Drifters, G.¢ ]eft: Tyu ken. sy 4#& Talented Bob Gaudio, at 21, is the youngest
1s all within the last year or so. 5 member of the group but the one to
y, their records have been Perhaps we might have seen a which they all owe the most. He
gimmic y——-hLL ﬂm Tokens “ Lion really talented, hard-working group, wrote their three hits — the current
%;lL‘Cps T‘m'bh( and the Marcels’ for each member of the Four Seasons one  with their recording manager

Blue Moon ” — and subsequent i an experienced and accomplished Bob Crewe—and was a member of
follow-ups have fai former with individual training. the Royal Teens, composing their
But with a hat-trick of hits under- The total number of years they have best-known hit “ Short Shorts.”
neath their belts, the Four Seasons Put in as professional solo acts is Gaudio, too, spends most of -the
have struck lucky against the most something like 32—not bad when day song-writing and is hailed by
v you consider their average age is 24! many as one of the moct talcntml
§ All four come from New Jersey, and prolific writers in

led.

York.
Frankie Valli, 24-year-old lead singer, MIKE HI‘I L[(‘AR
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THE FOUR SEASONS

: record for EStateside

SHERRY&uones

| CAN'T GIVE YOU ANYTHING BUT LOVE
YES SIR THAT'S MY BABY

THE APPLE OF MY EYE

BIG GIRLS DON'T CRY

GIRL IN MY DREAMS

NEVER ON SUNDAY

LOST LULLABY

FRANKIE VALLI & FOUR SEASONS
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Protiie the mest tilked about group 1o come ong in years, The 4 Semons caued quite 3 tmmation
with their reseding of Sherry', Unknown only days beore the disc wis relested, it sonk vzt
for wepaks for their waxing 1o i6p the nullion mark @ ssler. puling their ngere 3 beusehald wird
ameng Aemeriog's "pop’ record eying public
But it s ong 3 case of "overnight success” for the group as their story shows. There ware sefbacks
and dissppuintents bifore they Saally made their pnpresive mark on the music scene,
A4 fwar boys—Frankia Valil, Bob Gaudis. Nick Mass and Tommy De Vito—bail from New lersey,
the twamm had been working together for sbout six years 3s The Four Lovers, This was the same group,
who, 3 few yosrs pravivusly 7od recorded “Apple Of My Eye™ and “The Girl In My Dreams”. Both
%4z soags ecame hita soon sfter their release, making it possible for the geoup 1o wark steadily in
¥ ¢ ot sesen s
o e . Resunily, howwsr, they taried runsing int trouble when iooking for work, it seemed ha the
tennapers whe were Tanulise with the groap Rad acw grown op and now they seedesd anather Bt
“.IE 4 s[As“Ns vl to reaatabiinh thelr same and meght Uik prce

Jvt whven punryiiing secmaed 1o be guing wrong for the Boys, they meg the person who way @on

uEl SHANN"N i them wodier Ty B making renoeds.
Framity, on ore of b visits 1b Naw York, valled into see a publisher friend——and as fuck would have

e e 3 record prodoner, who remembered that it was Frankie's “wound” thae bad origioali
sard the Four Lovers, and b fele that the group could make i agim—
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wrevd hios when he fra b
the righy suterial,

oy sfvar the fve of thiem arranged 3 geetogether.  They decided to change their mime 1o The 4

sane they crested a3 The Four Lovers. The firss diss was “Bermuda

Bzt morhing Rappessd to ke ales win Bans they rried agein and came uop with “Sherry"—the
Their timest revord & cabied VWialk fike 3 Maa™

 Walk Like a Man - Sherry
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