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The Four Seasons, who have been look-
ing for a way to escape their bubble-gum
music of old, have found their thing in
their latest album,
Life Gazette,”

“Genuine Imifation
(Phillips).
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Besides being their best recording ef-
fort in some time, “*Gazette’’ represents
a new approach in album making.

The “Gazette” album cover is a
newspaper-of-sorts with 14 pages. It has

Four Seasons... A Dn‘ferent Appreoach

s

evervthing; real news, pure fantasy,
social commentary and sheer lunacy.
Even the lyrics o songs are writlen as
news stories.

But the album is anything but usual
Four Seasons. The opening cut
(“American Crucifixion & Resurrection”)

“attempts to show the human longings of

the black man, while the haunting “Ge-
nuine Imitation Life” is & satire on prac-
tically everybody.

Some will argue that the music has no
daneability and they are right. The
album is for listening—and well worth it.
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By MARGE PETFYJOHN

- A newspaper. is, by definifion, ”

a chronicle ol current informa-
tion, a paper printed and distrib-
tited to convey news, advocate
apinions, provide entertainment,
oic.

And that's why the Four Sea-
s’ latest album, THE GEN-

“"UINE IMITATION LIFE GA-

ZETTE (Philips), is like a niews-
paper.

J:ind of hit songs that began the
quartet's golden career backin
1962 (with songs like “Sherry,”
“Walk Like a Man,” “Dawn”),
then maybe you'd better buy
one of the Four Seasons’ great-
est hits albums instead.

A statement of fact, value and
reality, the album is a strongand
“honest comment on life while
"at the same time uniquely en-

- ~tertaining, compelling and fasci-

fating. Another milestone in
contemporary music, the pack-
‘age alone is worth the price of
_the album and the record could

-easily be one of the most impor-

tant, creative and sophisticated

'_acontemporary recordings since
the Beatles’ “Sgt. Pepper.”

_-“THE GAZETTE” (“Four
" Seasons Edition . . . pubiished

/ once a lifetime by Blowin’
Winds Syndicate™) features

six newspaper-format pages as
part of the actual album cover
and eight in the form of a tab-
loid supplement. :
Why a newspaper format?
“The scope of a news format
gave us so many different direc-
tions to work from—humor, sat-
ire, truth and & host of other
areas,” explains Philips’ art di-
rector Des Strobel, who super-
vised the complex packaging
project.
" The  Seasons themselves be-
lieve it might take a week [or
the buyer to read and figure out
" just the printed portion of his_
purchase. '
" This could be true.

THERE'S NEWS, special col-
- umns (even Earl Wilson), socie-
ty features, stock market and
farm news, edilorials, weather
(~'Today—brisk, even sparky™),
real cstate and travel sections,
sports (including American and
National “'Rock League Stand-
ings™) and, of course, entertain-
ment—a crossword puzzie, daily
horoscope, radio-TV log and
_““High Frequency Funnies.”

¢+ Although each cut on the LP

could be heard singly with im-

But if you expect to hear the

pact, the effect of listening to
the entire program is over-
wheiming. Some of the tunes
have that unique. recognizable
Four Seasons harmony, some
are vibrantly upiempa and oth-
crs are purely mellifluous. But
most noticeable are the emo-
tion-charged lyrics and the mel-
low, intense intonation given
each song.

The music, like the package,
is a potpourri of themes, opi-
nions ard siyles, fr m the old
“Sabre Dance” in “American
Crucifixion and Resurrection”
to an altering of words in the
theme song that come out
“Pray, Jude” (instead of “Hey
Jude).

“The Genuine Imitation Life
Gazette” song expresses vocaliy
the urgencyv, compassion and
sentiment of the full-scale dra-
matic musicale: “People rub-
bing elpows but never touching’
eves . . . People buying happi-
ness and manufactured fun. . .
You find the right direction,
someone tears up all the track
. . . It's a lovelv place to visit
but T wouldn't want to stay.”

The Four Seaspns’ new style
and meaningfuiness showcased
in this'LP are definitely not like,
say, ‘Sherry.” ' N

“l GET A LITTLE tired of
hearing people sav, ‘Why don't
vou do the Four Seasonms, why
don't vou be what you usedto
be?’ " says member Bob Gau-
dio, who either alone or with
Bob Crewe has written and pro-
duced most of the group's 40 hit
records.

“Our new records are still not
“Sherry.’ You just grow up. How
can you be what you were seven
years ago? If you are, you're in
a lot of trouble.”

The Four Seasons in “Gaz-
ette” are not preaching, teach-
ing or trving to show you some-
thing vou don’t already know:
they're mostiy expressing their
pesonal laments for much of the
plastic walls we build around
ourselves.

But “The Genuine Imitation
Life Gazette” is more than just
another package of songs, too.

It's a mirror of life, a part of
life. Like the daily news, its re-
ports and comments are =&s
timely as the clock and calen-
dar.

And, like the daily paper, it's
paper with words and pictures
on_it,

Like tins,







