GAVE FRANKIE VALLI A HIT

NYONE not familiar with the story behind “ You're Ready Now ” might be excused

b

.. for thirking that a little girl or a choir-boy was singing lead! All that’s happen-

i&in fact, is Frankie Valli demonstrating some facets of his remarkable veice which
rahges from baritone t{o tenor to a high falsetto,

{nd fit's .ot a new record,
either. it was first released back
ik 319866, after the Four Seasons
had airsady notched up a string
of thite. all over the world.

Frankie’s record company told
thee MME: " We were 5till being
caqdstantly asked for this record’
evén after four years. So we de-
cided io re-release it. We've heard
that copies of the record were
bedng sold peivately for quite
high prices.”

But having a hit on hiz owh,
without the other members of the
Seasons, doesn ' mecessarily mean
that Frankie will go solo.-
automatically, He's content with
the way thiny:. are going for the
group as 'a whole — and the
group’s many vested interests in.
oher businesses.

#pd wanted to be a solo singer

was left
to season

in the vauits

Flashback to 1966—for both the picture and
Frankie Valli's latest release, “You're Ready

Now.”

~ When it was first reledsed, it didn’t make any
impression on the charts, but on listening .io
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for a long time before * You're
Ready MNow' was released,” he
revealed in a transatlantic tele-
phone call. “But we're such
buddies there’s no question of us
splitting up. - Why should we?
We've got the best of both worids,
we stick together. Occasionally,
however, | make a record on my
own or do a szolo spot without any
protests from the others.”
Qutside of recording and pe:-
forming, the Four Seasons have »
aumber of other projects to kee.
them active. Frankie' ran throu
e We produce discs,
e our owm
we have a production company,
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we lave several publishing
outlets and an artisis’ man-
zgement o0 tion,” he
ited out. “We arg always

ing for new talent.

*We -do sll this because we
have worked hard- for our success
and we don'. want to throw . it
away. We've also worked out 2
great attitude to our career. We
can work both the teénage and the
cabaret circuits, putting on shows
to suit both type of audience.” .’

Frankie is a founder member of
the Four Seasons. He and Tommy
de Vito met 3ob Gaudlo just after
the latter had written * Short
Shorts * with Buddy Rami. ! for
the Roval T:ens. Bob wantad to
get a group rogether and the three
men tesme. up, With Nick Jagsi
they worksd tgslether as the Four
Lovers for & ile without much
success. Then in 1962  thev ' re-
corded * Shecry.”

(YOU'RE READY NOW)
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After a time, Nick was replaced
by Joe Long and still the hits con-
tinued. ~** Ra* Dell,”* * Big Girls
Don's: Cry,” ” Walk Like A Man"
and . “Let's H On" among
othérs afl mark by Franki®s
peculiar-voiece, | ~ -

Thirty-five-year-old Frankie s
very much the family man with
three children at home in Mewark,
New Jersey, He taught himself to
play the drums ané s a bi 'd
azz fan who plays football and
basketball. He alsd enjoys sketeh-
ing and drawing cartoons.

Valli’s
78 hit
from '6dH

"M tired  of  hearing
dee-juys.  and  reading
reports, - on about  the
Frankic Valli  single,
“Youre Ready Mow”

They say it's his new solo
récord and that he'll soon
leaving  the Four
Seasons.  Let’s get the
record  straight, “You're
Ready Now'' wuas
originally released in the
UK in 1966 but was
hardly played. He

it again recenily, the record company decided

it hadn't dated at all and so re-released it, :
Frankie Valli has made several solo records

while singing lead with the Four Seasons, and '_

they also recorded under the name of the

Wonder Who.

He had success with “Can’t Take My Eyes
Off You” among his solo numbers,
The group will be visiting Britain in February

to tour here for the first time in five vears, with

Rufus Thomas. Phillips will be rush releasing =
an aibum, called “Frankie Valli—Solo” as soon E rankie

as possible.

Although they have been out of the cRarts
for some time, the Four Seasons are among 4 ; !
tha biggest selling recording artisis in the world, the lyrics. [ like the Four
Thew have sold aver 50 million discs.

easons.
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Valli’'s *“You're

Ready Now™ is fantastic.
I like the whole American}
production, the voice and

You’re Ready

shrieking girl
very ppunchy and
you're eyes

there too.
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This song is so familiar I sha
kick myself when the first pe:
son reminds me who else hs
done it recently. Albeit, this i
the nearest you'll get now to
the immortal Four Seasons — a been
right raving number opened with including
choir, fast and
it you close
you <an ;
imagine the other three seasons You

Some lovely crashing piano
** halfway through helps break
things up and it would be so QUL 4
nice to see this in the chart.

followed up numerous
other  singles.  including
“The Proud One”, "To
Give”, “Can't Take My
Eyes  Oftt You™ (the
original version written by
the Seasons and Bob
Crewe) and 1 Make A
IF'ool Of Myselt™.

Valli und the Seasons

have since recorded many
singles, all of which have
available here,
“*Saturday’s
Father™, “Electric Stories”

almost and  the beautitul Wil
Still  Love Me

Tomorrow™. On top of

this, the group brought
superb  album
‘*Immitation Life
azette”, a  completely

new style for the team.

But these were hardly
ver played. No wonder
f the critics .get their facts
confused as the group 18
almost totaily ignored. —
i P. M. CROOKS, Crabtree
Cottage, Wilby Road,
 Meon Ashby, Northamp-
| ton. .




