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remembered, they played their first engage-
ment at a club in Kingston, N.Y. They made
$300, split four ways. Bob, who writes most of
their songs, is doing a bit of solo work, too. He's
written ten songs for Frank Sinatra in an album
titled “Watertown,” being released next montl.
“Collaborating with Frank Sinatra was an ex-
citing time for me,” said Bob. “I had heard
stories that he was difficult to work with, but I
found him completely cooperative. In fact, I'd
say he was one of the easiest people I ever
worked with. He's totally professional.”

Despite their rousing success, Frankie, Bob,
Tom and Joe have been the targets of some
stinging criticism. Said one rock observer:
“Professionally mediocre. . . . “Falsetto mar-
vels . . " and “Highly polished razzle-dazzle.”
Explained Tommy: “We couldn’t care less what
they say, because there are millions of people
buying our records and coming to see us.”

As to the Seasons’ Rock of Gibraltar durabil-
ity, Joe Long, 33, offered an explanation: “Qurs
is an across-the-board appeal. Whereas we
were a teenage-oriented group a few years ago,
our sound is unique enough so that it can grab
off a hunk of an audience and retain that hunk.
We do lots of college concerts which we like
because they're straight ahead, and sometimes
it's incredible. They give us standing ovations.
I don't know if it's because they think we're so
great or it's because they think we're not long
for this world,” he laughed. “Yes,” added their
manager, Ken Roberts, ‘‘yet many times people
will ask them, ‘When are you going to changs
your style?’ But the minute they do change,
their fans resent it. There seems to be a tradi-
tional Four Seasons sound dug by the mature
people who've grown up with them.”

Even though they follow a hectic schedule
on the road playing concerts and clubs, the
Seasons lead normal lives. All are married.
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